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Charlotte O’Hearn is on the edge of reason.  A talented but 
struggling New York actress, she is beyond frustrated, 

hustling from one audition to the next while facing rejection 
at every turn.  Charlotte finally gets a break when she is cast 
as the lead in an off-Broadway play.  

The show is a success and things start looking up, until a 
death in the family pulls Charlotte back home to Boston, 
and back under the watchful eye of oldest brother Patrick, 
the controlling patriarch who raised Charlotte and brothers 
Shawn, Ian and Tommy when both parents died.

After the funeral, Charlotte inherits a beautiful wooden 
jewelry box.  Hidden inside is a secret letter that shakes 
Charlotte to the core, and sets her off on a journey to Ireland 
in a search for truth, search for self, and the father she never 
had a chance to know.

A young womanÕs life is blown off course by a brotherÕs 
deception.  A FatherÕs mistakes are re-examined, and the 
truth comes to light on the faraway shores of Ireland.

Sometimes the road to the future takes you 
on a journey to the past.
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Charlotte O’Hearn, a talented but struggling young actress is on the brink of 
stardom when a series of haunting dreams and a dark family secret force her to 

choose between a successful future, and an unresolved past.

Charlotte’s story begins in New York City where like countless others, she strives 
for her big break.   One more beautiful face in a sea of thousands, Charlotte becomes 
increasingly frustrated, hustling from one audition to the next while waiting tables 
at night to make ends meet.  The one truly bright spot in her world is Antonio, her 
spicy-hot Latin boyfriend and talented musician.  

Finally, Charlotte gets a break when she lands the lead in an off-Broadway play.  
The show is an instant hit and Charlotte is hailed as the “next big thing.”   For a 
minute and a half life is wonderful, until she gets a call from oldest brother Patrick, a 
controlling, blue-collar, “acting is bullshit” kind of guy, who raised Charlotte and her 
three brothers, Shawn, Tommy and Ian, after both parents died.   Patrick summons 
his sister back home to Boston with news that Aunt Paula has died. A kind woman 
who acted as surrogate mother to a young Charlotte, Aunt Paula was also the last 
link to their father.  

After the funeral, Patrick gives Charlotte a beautiful wooden jewelry box left to her 
by Aunt Paula.  The dark family secret is about to rear its ugly head.   Concealed 
inside the box is a letter that makes Charlotte’s world come crashing down.  She 
realizes her father, whom she was told was dead, might still be alive…and living in 
Ireland!

When Charlotte confronts Patrick about the contents of the letter, pandemonium 
strikes.  Brother Shawn, the peacemaker of the family, attempts to diffuse the 
argument, but it’s then revealed he was also part of the deception, and that both 
Tommy and Ian were betrayed as well.   Ian flies off into a rage, and Tommy spirals 
down into a drug-induced coma.  The O’Hearn family dynamic is forever changed.

Back in New York, Antonio is waiting for Charlotte with an ultimatum; pay more 
attention to the relationship and his needs, or he’s out.  Charlotte feels trapped.  The 
stress of her Aunt’s death coupled with the shocking news about her father proves to 
be too much.  Right now, she has nothing more to give.  Antonio leaves.  Soon after, 
Charlotte’s agent calls to announce the play is moving to Broadway with her as the 
star.  The news is bitter sweet.

Now faced with the revelation about her father and the sudden demands of her 
career, Charlotte struggles with a choice between past and future.   Wanting both, 
she embarks on a journey to Ireland in a search for truth, search for self, and for the 
father she never had a chance to know. 

Synopsis by Shawna McCormack
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One of the busiest and most sought after award winning cinematographers 
to emerge from the Irish film world, Jack Conroy has photographed over 

15 pictures in the last 20 years.  He is best known for his stunning work on 
both Oscar nominated films MY LEFT FOOT starring Daniel Day-Lewis, and 
THE FIELD starring the late, great Richard Harris.

Jack’s numerous additional film credits include BROKEN HARVEST, 
JACKSON, SILENT TONGUE, THE PLAYBOYS, HOMEWARD BOUND 
II, THE HUNTED, THE NEPHEW, and A BRIDGE TOO FAR. 

Jack has also shot more than a dozen films for TV, including TNT’s 
EVERYTHING ALSO RISES starring Dennis Quaid, FRANKENSTEIN 
starring Patrick Bergin and Randy Quaid, and the critically acclaimed HBO 
original picture A BRIGHT SHINING LIE, based on Neil Sheehan’s book 
by the same name, which won both the Pulitzer Prize and The National Book 
Award.

Jack recently teamed up with his son, writer/director John Conroy on SELFISH 
MINDS. This compelling film about the impact of adultery won the Grand 
Jury Prize for Best Short, Best Directorial Debut and Best Cinematography 
Awards at 2003 NY Independent Film & Video Festival.  Jack is currently 
directing the true crime feature NORMAL AGAIN.

JACK CONROY  
Director
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Ms. McCormack was born in Boston, MA and was educated at both The Boston 
Conservatory and U/Mass Boston.   She began her entertainment career in 

New York City as a Casting Director and worked on feature projects with Oscar 
nominated Director Taylor Hackford, Peter Segal and cult favorite Slava Zuckerman, 
director of LIQUID SKY.

Shawna also spent time as a franchised Talent Agent with the Waters/Nicolosi Agency.  
She moved on to open her own talent management company Trinity Entertainment, 
which represented actors and directors for film, TV and theatre.  In 1997 under 
the Trinity banner, Shawna wrote, produced and co-directed the documentary film 
MOGUL DYNASTY – THRONE OR COFFIN, shot on location in India.  In 2002, 
she was brought in by Right Down Broadway Productions to executive produce their 
off-Broadway play A LATE SUPPER.

Moving to Los Angeles in 2003, Shawna formed MacArt Films, Inc.  Their inaugural 
feature film FINDING FATE is slated to go into production January 2007, and stars 
Amy Redford, Patrick Bergin, Hugh O’Conor and Jamie Harris.   MacArt’s next 
feature project, THE BOY AND THE MAGIC CUP, is currently in development. 

SHAWNA McCORMACK     

   (Producer /Screenwriter)

JOHN G. PHELAN       

    (Co-Producer)

John set up Bootstrap Films in Dublin as an independent Production Company in 
January 2004 after 20 years working in the film and television industry, within 

Ireland and internationally. 

Bootstrap Films provides hands-on service in the making of projects for cinema 
and television, including TV mini-series and documentaries.  Notable film and TV 
movie credits include, ANNA AND THE KING, THE JACKAL, THIS IS THE SEA, 
EDUCATING RITA, MAGNIFICENT AMBERSONS, A&E Networks BENEDICT 
ARNOLD starring Aiden Quinn and Kelsey Grammer, and TNT’s JULIUS CEASAR, 
starring Richard Harris and Christopher Walken.  John’s short film WHAT IT? Was 
a recent selection in the 2006 LA Short Film Festival.  Colin Farrell and Brendan 
Gleason will star in the full-length feature version currently in development.

With a background in Accountancy and Law, John G. Phelan has raised over €30 
Million for International projects shooting in Ireland, under the S481 Tax Incentive 
Scheme for filming in Ireland. 

Page 4



MacArt Films      (not for publication)        macartÞlms@sbcglobal.net

Amy Redford has been a busy working actress in 
the independent film world for some time, and 

learned to appreciate well crafted, character driven 
stories from her father and founder of The Sundance 
Film Festival, Robert Redford.  Recently, Amy co-
starred in the films FANTASY LAND with Michael 
Madsen, and WHEN I FIND THE OCEAN with Diane 
Ladd.  Other film credits include THIS REVOLUTION 
with Rosario Dawson, MAID IN MANHATTAN 
opposite Jennifer Lopez, CRY FUNNY HAPPY, LAST 
MAN RUNNING, THE MUSIC INSIDE based on the 

true stories of mentally ill patients in Montana, and the period civil war piece 
STRIKE THE TENT.  Amy will make her directing debut with the feature film 
THE GUITAR, December 2006.   Television credits include LAW & ORDER 
CRIMINAL INTENT & SPECIAL VICTIMS UNIT, THE SOPRANOS, SEX 
AND THE CITY and WONDERLAND.  Amy is a founding partner of Co-
Op Productions in NYC, which is currently producing a TV series based on 
the Aperture Foundation.  In addition, she is on the board of the National 
Academy of Arts and Sciences: Young Media Professionals.

CAST   

HUGH OÕCONOR  

A young dramatic actor of film and TV who has 
appeared in several dark big-screen dramas, the 

Irish-born Hugh O’Conor began acting at the age of 
eight. Hugh was still a relative unknown pre-teen when 
he co-starred opposite Liam Neeson in the British 
feature LAMB.  It was three years before the actor 
landed another major film role, that of the young version 
of Martin Sheen’s narrator in the film adaptation of the 
Tony Award-winning play, DA.  Hugh is probably best 
known for his next film, the Oscar nominated feature 
MY LEFT FOOT, Directed by Jim Sheridan.  O’Conor 

played the young version of severely handicapped writer Christy Brown.  
Daniel Day Lewis took home the Oscar for his portrayal of adult Christy 
Brown.  Hugh quickly followed that up with the role of Boy King Louis in the 
remake of THE THREE MUSKETEERS, starring Gabriel Byrne and Gerard 
Depardieu.  Hugh’s first starring film role as an adult came with Ben Ross’ 
dark British comedy The YOUNG POISONER’S HANDBOOK.  Hugh was 
nominated for a Screen Actors Guild Award, along with the rest of the cast of 
Lasse Halstrom’s CHOCOLAT.  Other select film credits include,13 opposite 
Stephen Dorf, RENEGADE with Michael Madsen, and SPEED DATING. 

AMY  REDFORD      
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CAST            (continued)

A versatile actor who has appeared in over 50 films in 
the past 10 years, Patrick Bergin made his feature-

film debut in 1988 with THE COURIER.  That year 
he also won acclaim for his role as an IRA informer 
in the TV movie ACT OF BETRAYAL.  His success 
with BETRAYAL lead director Bob Rafelson to cast 
him as Sir Richard Burton in his epic MOUNTAINS 
OF THE MOON. While in Britain and Europe, Bergin 
typically plays heroes, but in Hollywood he is usually 
cast as a villainous lowlife.  He was particularly nasty 
as the obsessive, abusive husband opposite Julia 

Roberts in SLEEPING WITH THE ENEMY.  Bergin followed that up with 
another villain in PATRIOT GAMES.  Some of his latest roles have been 
in ELLA ENCHANTED, GHOSTWOOD, FAR SIDE OF JERICHO, THE 
BOYS & GIRL FROM COUNTY CLARE, JOHNNY WAS, GAS STATION 
JESUS, DEVIL’S PREY and THE FOLLOWER.  Television movies include 

PATRICK BERGIN 

JAMIE HARRIS

Jamie Harris was born into a showbiz family.  Son of 
the legendary actor Richard Harris, Jamie began his 

acting career young, inspired by his father’s method 
style of acting and charismatic roles.  Select credits 
include:  THE PRESTIGE, LEMONY SNICKET’S; 
A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS opposite 
Jim Carrey, THE NEW WORLD with Colin Farrell, 
I BELIEVE IN AMERICA, FLANNEL PAJAMAS, 
THE LOST SON, IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, 
FAST FOOD;FAST WOMEN. Television credits 
include, HIGHLANDER, LA FEMME NIKITA and 

A&E’s THE BIG HEIST.  Harris was nominated Best Actor for his work in 
the world premiere of Pulitzer Prize winning playwright Dael Orlandersmith’s 
RAW BOYS at The Wilma Theater.
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